poets like Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Southey, Moore, Landor, Emerson
and Thoreau, and of Tennyson, Fitzgerald, Melville and still others.'"",

Above all, it is Jones's personality - he was a rare combination of
humamtariamsm and humanism of a high order, an unparalleled vigour
of the intellect and strength of the spirit-that travels through time,
undimmed by passing years, as a shining example of a dedicated pioneer
who should be saluted as a colossus. He was perhaps, as Garland Cannon
observes, the only significant European administrator ever sent out to
the East who was non-political, honest and completely sympathetic to
the native peoples. He also knew how to win the love of the people
in whose midst he was cast.

"If we were asked to name three Englishmen from the prermutiny
period", says K.M.Pamkkar, "the choice is not likely to fall on Governor-
generals, commanders, or administrators whose names now loom large
in Anglo-Indian text-books, but on Edmund Burke, William Jones and
Macaulay."11 Of these, Jones has an especial claim on our gratitude as
one of the fathers of the Great Recovery, which followed in the
nineteenth century. The Asiatic Society of Bengal that he had founded
became the model for other societies devoted to Oriental studies. His
influence was acknowledged at the first meeting of the literary Society
of Bombay held in 1804. And, the Royal Asiatic Society, whose chief
patron was George IV, was established in 1823. Colebrooke was its
first President.

Finally, as Dr Parr aptly puts it, "It was good for us that such a man
was born." The first ruddy streak of light on the eastern sky, forging its
way through the dark enveloping cloud, is particularly welcome, for it
is the reassuring herald of the glorious phenomenon of Dawn. Jones
was that streak of light in West-East cultural relations.